
Ruckus Entrepreneurs is Concordia Place’s youth-led
entrepreneurship program, where teens don’t just learn about
business; they build it. Ruckus teens operate a small business that
sells natural body care products like soap, lip balm, and shea balm.
Through vending at local events and building partnerships with small
businesses, participants build financial literacy, marketing,
networking, and interpersonal skills. For every item teens sell, they
give one away to Chicagoans in need, emphasizing the connection
between enterprise and community service.

Ruckus participants strengthen their ability to collaborate, adapt,
innovate, and lead with humility while expanding their networks and
aspirations to drive social change. By pitching ideas, solving real
problems, and learning from mentors, teens are prepared for a future
of unlimited potential.

Just as investors fuel startups, your investment fuels the innovative
spirit, leadership, and bold ideas of our young entrepreneurs.

What is Ruckus Teen Entrepreneurs?
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“Concordia strongly shaped my plans for life after high
school. I’m grateful to be in Ruckus as it helped prepare me
for my next stage in life through the skills taught. Never did
I think I would go into business.”

RUCKUS ALUM

Currently Pursuing BA in Business Administration from University of Illinois - Chicago
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As an Angel Investor, you underwrite a full year of paid wages for
a Ruckus Intern, giving one teen the chance to experience the
real-world demands of entrepreneurship. Your support ensures
they gain the professional skills, networks, and confidence to
thrive in college, career, and beyond.

As an Accelerator Investor, you equip teens with advanced
mentorship opportunities where they learn from professionals
from various business backgrounds gaining tools and
opportunities to strengthen leadership skills and prepare them
for future career pathways.

Your investment is the spark that ignites new ideas for Ruckus. As
an Ideation Investor, you fuel the creativity of our teens by funding
expert-led brainstorming sessions, product development
workshops, and focus groups that turn inspiration into action.

Your investment helps our young entrepreneurs take their very first
steps. As a Startup Investor, you provide teens with the foundational
resources to gain hands-on experience in running a business and
build the confidence to see themselves as innovators and leaders.

Not every investment has to be big to create impact. As a
Crowdfund Investor, your contribution helps fuel the journey for our
Ruckus teens. Together with others in our community, your support
provides the resources, mentors, and opportunities that spark
innovation and leadership growth.

Accelerating growth and impact

Igniting the spark of innovation

Laying the foundation for success

Every dollar makes a difference

To Learn More,
Please Contact:

Laurie Dayon
Vice President of Philanthropy and Marketing
ldayon@concordiaplace.org


